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Objectors Win Court Victories 





Tribune Favors Amnesty 


The Chicago Tribune, well-known for its blunt state- 
ments of editorial opinion, recently came out with a 
forthright statement in favor of amnesty for World War 
II objectors. The editorial was printed January 18, 1954. 
Entitled “Amnesty for C.O.’s,” the complete text stated, 
“The American Friends Service Committee is hoping 
for action during this session of Congress on a general 
amnesty for some 12,500 conscientious objectors con- 
victed under the selective training and service act of 
1940. The Quakers have enlisted the support of many 
reputable organizations. They point out that President 
Adams granted amnesty after the Whiskey rebellion, 
President Madison took similar action with reference to 
the so-called Barrataria pirates, Lincoln granted amnes- 
ties twice during the Civil War and President Johnson 
four times after it, and that President Coolidge and 
Roosevelt extended amnesty and pardon to violators of 


the draft law in World War I. 


“During times of war people take a dim view of the 
C.0. When the shooting stops and some measure of san- 
ity returns, a less harsh view prevails. The methods by 
which the nation was taken into the last war, the dismal 
results of that adventure, and the bankruptcy of the war 
policy are now apparent to all but the most zealous inter- 
ventionist diehards. On the record, the conscientious 
objectors who refused to have any part in this business 
look more sensible than the men who pushed the na- 
tion’s youth into the battlefields to die for no good 
purpose.” 


Stone Prepared Brief 


The opening paragraph of the editorial refers to 
statements made in the brief prepared by Oliver Stone 
and submitted to President Eisenhower by CCCO and 
AFSC with a request for a Christmas amnesty in 1953. 
However, the request was for an amnesty for all viola- 
tors of the draft, not just C.O.’s. The broader request is 
being made since it is impossible to justly separate the 
“sheep from the goats.” An amnesty is by definition a 
group pardon for all who have committed a certain type 
of offense. Past postwar amnesties have not distinguished 
between types of violators. 


The Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors 
and representatives of a number of other interested or- 
ganizations are now studying the question as to how and 
when the next request for amnesty should be made. 


Arbitrary Acts of Selective Service 
System Overruled 


Conscientious objectors have won two more Circuit 
Court victories and a number of District Court victories 
in selective service cases recently. Also, one C.O. won 
a naturalization case before the U.S. Supreme Court 
February 1. 


The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals’ reversal of David 
Schuman’s conviction was the first Circuit Court opinion 
to follow the decision of the Supreme Court in Dickinson 
vs. U.S. (See NEWS NOTES, Jan.-Feb., 1954. for a 
report on the Dickinson decision.) Schuman. a J.W., 
had been denied ministerial classification. He also is a 
conscientious objector. The court pointed out that there 
was no affirmative evidence in the record sustaining the 
findings of the board either that Schuman was not a 
minister or that he was not a conscientious objector. 


Ray Hartman’s conviction was reversed by the 2nd 
Circuit Court of Appeals January 8. The Government 
argued that Hartman was not entitled to C.O. classifica- 
tion because he would use force in self defense and 
because he approved of theocratic wars. The court 
pointed out that three circuits (2nd, 8th, 10th) have now 
specifically ruled that these beliefs of J.W.’s do not rule 
them out of eligibility for C.O. classification. Judge 
Medina stated for the court that, “In our view. the denial 
to appellant of the status of a conscientious objector was 
so arbitrary and capricious that the trial judge should 
have so held as a matter of law and granted appellant's 
motion for judgment of acquittal.” 


District Judges Acquit C.O.’s 


William Kariakin was acquitted Januaty 12 and Paul 
Lacasse January 13 by Judge Peirson Hall in Los 
Angeles. Kariakin had never been informed that he 
could request the summary of the testimony adverse to 
him. 


Lacasse presented three letters to the Hearing Officer 
which were not added to his file. The Hearing Officer 
recommended I-A for Lacasse, but the Department of 
Justice recommended I-O to the Appeal Board. The Ap- 
peal Board classified him I-A. Lacasse then submitted 
the three letters to his local board, but the board refused 
to reopen the case. The refusal to reopen shut off another 


(Continued on page 3) 
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C.O. Rejects Work Order 


Bradford Lyttle of Chicago has been arrested because 
he, in the words of the indictment, “unlawfully, wil- 
fully, knowingly and feloniously did neglect, fail and 
refuse to perform the duty of reporting for and perform- 
ing such civilian work as ordered by his Local Board.” 
His trial has been set for April 5. 

Lyttle’s position as to just where to draw the line as 
to personal participation in conscription is different from 
that of most conscientious objectors. He cannot con- 
scientiously participate in either the armed forces or the 
civilian work program. However, he does not object to 
registration with the draft system, so he proceeded 
through the registration and classification questionnaires 
but has refused assignment to the Elgin (Illinois) State 
Hospital. 

In explaining his position to the local board, Lyttle 
stated that, “the acts of dictating that individuals should 
participate in training for murder, and should practice 
murder are clearly contrary to God’s spirit and law. 
And the power to designate what work an individual 
should do, and where he should do it, which is the power 
exercised in respect to those men classified I-O, is also 
an excessive power, contrary to both God’s will and to 
our deepest democratic traditions . . . The life of each 
man belongs to God. It does not belong to any indi- 
vidual, group of persons, or government . . . Those who 
believe in God and believe they were created by God 
must obey Him first; those who do not believe in God, 
and can see themselves only as the natives of some state, 
must obey the state . . . We should seek to know what 
God’s will is for each of us.” 

He also pointed out that in his opinion the jobs 
offered him by Selective Service provided “no significant 
channel through which the greatest present needs of man- 
kind may be served, namely, the needs of peace, racial 
equality, and freedom from poverty.” ‘ 

Part of the time since the inauguration of the civilian 
work program Lyttle has been working in mental hospi- 
tals voluntarily. In 1952 he was the resident director of 
an Institutional Service Unit for the American Friends 
Service Committee in a home for the mentally deficient. 
He is a skilled technician and at the present time is de- 
signing and constructing equipment and research appara- 
tus for Billings Hospital in Chicago. He also -vorks part 
time on a volunteer basis doing peace education work 
for the American Friends Service Committee. 

At every point in his case Lyttle is attempting to 
make his position clear to the officials in charge. In 
explaining to the U.S. Attorney and the U.S. Marshal 
why he has resorted to civil disobedience, Lyttle wrote, 
“Obedience to law insures order within a civil state, but 
does not insure justice, or the improvement of law. We 
see this clearly in history. In Nazi Germany an evil, 
totalitarian government kept itself in power by means of 
unjust laws. Today, the government of the Soviet Union, 
also totalitarian in nature, can exist only as long as the 
Soviet people obey the unjust laws under which they 
live . . . Government, therefore, cannot exist without 
law, but a just and righteous government will be insured 
only where the people obey not only the just civil laws, 
but also God’s will, as they find His will expressed in 
their consciences.” 





Bibliography 
of 
Conscientious Objection 


The bibliography has been compiled for 
CCCO by Hi Doty, a specialist in the field of 
pacifist literature. This 24-page printed book- 
let is a selected list of 173 titles including 
books, pamphlets, periodicals and magazine 
articles. All titles are annotated and indexed. 
This is not just a reissue of CCCO’s out-of-print 
mimeographed bibliography but a new publi- 
cation — reorganized, annotations revised, 
additions and subtractions of subject matter. 


Available Now - - - 


20c postpaid 
Order from CCCO 











Mennonite Church in WW II 


The Mennonite Church in the Second World War 
(Mennonite Publishing House, Scottdale, Pa., $3.50) is 
a comprehensive report by Guy F. Hershberger. Although 
conscription and Civilian Public Service Camps are 
prominent in the book, the report is much broader than 
relations and difficulties with selective service. The re- 
action of the Mennonites to such things as Red Cross 
drives, civilian defense, work in war plants, rationing, 
etc. is discussed in detail. The work of the church in 
education, relief and missions during the war is also 
reported. 


Hershberger discusses with complete frankness such 
sensitive issues as the relationship of the Mennonites 
with other peace groups, differences of opinion among 
Mennonites, and the failure of many Mennonites to 
maintain the peace testimony during the war. 


Although nearly 40% of the Mennonite draftees 
went into the armed forces as I-A’s and another 14% 
went in as I-A-O’s, they undoubtedly held to their peace 
testimony stronger than either the Brethren or Friends. 
One of the evidences of the vitality of the group during 
the war is that while they were spending more than three 
million dollars for CPS the yearly contributions for 
foreign missions increased steadily, and nearly ten 
million dollars in cash and gifts-in-kind were raised for 
war relief work. 


This book is a valuable addition to the historical 
literature of the peace churches. It is unfortunate that 
a comparable job has not been done for other groups. 


March, 1954 
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COURT VICTORIES 
(Continued from page 1) 


appeal. Judge Hall ruled that the local board should 
have reopened the classification to allow an appeal so 
that the Appeal Board could see the letters which appar- 
ently had had some influence on the Department of 
Justice. 


Judge Hall based his decision primarily on a pre- 
vious ruling by Judge Harry Westover in the Nichols 
case. Nichols was acquitted in December after his local 
board refused to reopen his case to consider new infor- 
mation. Nichols, Kariakin and Lacasse were all defended 
by J. B. Tietz of Los Angeles. 


Charles Crawford was acquitted by Judge Edward 
P. Murphy at San Francisco February 5. Crawford had 
applied for C.O. status after receiving a year’s postpone- 
ment of induction. The local board refused to reopen 
Crawford’s case on the grounds that an induction notice 
had been issued. In a precedent-making opinion, Judge 
Murphy ruled in respect to the regulation foreclosing 
reopening of a classification after an induction notice 
that while it “is not valid on its face, it can have no 
applicability to a claim of conscientious objection, when- 
ever made, so as to deprive the objector of a hearing at 
which he may prove his good faith.” 


Crawford was defended by Francis Heisler of Chi- 


cago, Illinois and Carmel, California. 


Cases continue to be won on the refusal of the FBI 
to open its files in court. A number of C.O.’s have re- 
cently been acquitted by Judge W. D. Murray in Mon- 
tana on this point. In U.S. vs. Brussell Judge Murray 
said, “I myself don’t understand upon what basis the 
Attorney-General thinks that it is important not to dis- 
close to the Court what is contained in that FBI report.” 


In addition to Montana, cases previously have been 
won on the FBI point in Connecticut and Virginia. 
Judge Dimock in New York City also demanded the 
FBI report in one C.O. case when the defendant had not 
been advised of his right to request the adverse testi- 
mony. 


Supreme Court Rules for C.O. 


In the naturalization case the United States Supreme 
Court reversed the ruling of the California State appeal 
court which had denied citizenship to Arthur Jost. Jost 
is a Mennonite, and his petition for citizenship had been 
denied because of his conscientious objection to parti- 
cipation in war. The U.S. Commissioner of Immigration 
and Naturalization had recommended that Jost be 
granted citizenship. On the appeal to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, the government attorneys agreed with the peti- 
tioner that the California courts had ruled wrong. 


The case started in Fresno, California, before Su- 
perior Court Judge Arthur C. Shepard January 4, 1952. 
Shepard, apparently prejudiced against all conscientious 
objectors, ruled that Jost was not entitled to take the 
alternate oath as opposed to all participation in the 
armed forces because some members of the Mennonite 
Church were able to go into the army in noncombatant 
positions. 


The California District Court of Appeal did not go 


Briefly Noted 


The basic training program for I-A-O’s, those objec- 
tors who are drafted for noncombatant duty in the army, 
is in the process of being transferred from Camp Pickett. 
Virginia, to Fort Sam Houston, Texas. When the trans- 
fer is completed all I-A-O’s inducted anywhere in the 
country will be forwarded immediately to Fort Sam 
Houston for training in the Medical Replacement Train- 
ing Corps. 

* * * 

George Willoughby, executive secretary of the Des 
Moines Regional Office of the American Friends Service 
Committee, has been appointed Secretary of the C.O. 
Services program of AFSC. Willoughby will start his 
new duties in Philadelphia March 1. Robert Lyon will 
continue as the field man for the program. 


* * * 


Judge Carroll C. Hincks has been confirmed by the 
United States Senate as a new member of the Second 
Circuit Court of Appeals. Judge Hincks is well-known 
to the readers of NEWS NOTES for his insistence on 
the disclosure in court of the report of the FBI investi- 
gation made in the course of the appeal for C.O. classi- 
fication. 

* * * 

Overton Brooks (Dem., La.) has introduced a bill 
in the House of Representatives that would make two 
years imprisonment the minimum penalty for conviction 
of violation of the draft law. At the present time there 
is no minimum penalty. The bill was referred to the 
House Armed Services Committee. It is not expected that 
the bill will be reported out of the Committee for a vote 
by the House. 

* * * 

A special committee has been set up in Los Angeles 
to collect funds to carry the appeal of Vern Davidson. 
David McReynolds, 132¥2 Ashland Ave., Ocean Park, 
California, is the secretary of the committee. Davidson 
is an active Young Socialist who does not place his C.O. 
position on religious grounds. He has been sentenced 
to three years in prison for refusal to submit to induction. 


into the merits of the matter but simply held that since 
there was a conflict in the evidence the trial court must 
be sustained. The Supreme Court of California refused 
to hear the case. In the appeal before the California 
courts the American Civil Liberties Union filed a brief 
for Jost, and the American Legion filed a brief opposing 
the granting of citizenship. 


Arthur Jost is the west coast administrator for the 
Mennonite Central Committee. He came to this country 
from Canada in 1928 and served four years in Civilian 
Public Service during World War II. 


Fred Okrand of Los Angeles represented Jost in the 
court actions. Okrand states, “The case actually 
establishes nothing new, as it has many times been held 
that the right to recognition of conscientious objectors 
depends not upon membership or nonmembership in an 
organization, but upon the individual’s own training and 
belief. However, as this case demonstrates, the fight for 
recognition of this principle is an eternal one.” 
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THE COURT REPORTER 


I PROSECUTIONS 


Sentence confirmed since last issue 


11-20-53 Henry Carrizosa, 3 yrs., (Los Angeles, 


Cal.) Judge Harry Westover 


11-23-53 Raymond Skinner, 3 yrs., (Los Angeles, 


Cal.) Judge Harry Westover 


12-28-53 P. A. Nazeroff, 3 yrs., (Los Angeles, 


Cal.) Judge Harry Westover 


12-28-53 William Chernekoff, 3 yrs., (Los An- 


geles, Cal.) Judge Harry Westover 


Sentenced since last issue 


1-26-54 Manas Kuhns, 2 yrs., (Indianapolis, 


Ind.) Judge Wm. Steckler 


1 - 26-54 Freeman Wingard, 2 yrs., (Indianapo- 


lis, Ind.) Judge Wm. Steckler 


1 - 26-54 Charles Wenger, 2 yrs., (Indianapolis, 


Ind.) Judge Wm. Steckler 
2- 5-54 Carl Nickel, 2 yrs., (Baltimore, Md.) 
Judge Wm. Coleman 


Acquittals confirmed since last issue 
11-4-53 Nick Klubniken, (Los Angeles, Cal.) 
Judge Harry Westover 
11-30-53 Mike Rogoff, (Los Angeles, Cal.) 
Judge Harry Westover 


Acquittals since last issue 
1-12-54 William Kariakin, (Los Angeles, Cal.) 
Judge Peirson Hall 
1-13-54 Paul Lacasse, (Los Angeles, Cal.) 
Judge Peirson Hall 


2- 5-54 Charles Crawford, (San Francisco, 


Cal.) Judge Edward Murphy 


Arrests since last issue 
California—George Lillis, Arthur Duffy 
lowa—Abraham Borntreger 


New Hampshire—Robert Fisher 

New York—Royal Widrick, Howard Roggie 
(All prosecutions for refusal to report for or 
submit to induction unless otherwise noted.) 


Il RELEASED FROM PRISON 


On parole 
2- 1-54 Vasyl Sereda 
2- 1-54 Gene Sharp 


Ill MEN CURRENTLY IMPRISONED 


Danbury, Conn.—Andrew Borisuk, Richard Bla- 
zej, Lester Packer, Harry Nugent, Carl 
Mascaro, Louis Mascaro 

Florence, Ariz——Don Rowland, William wale 

Milan, Mich.—Omen Swenson 

Mill Point, W. Va.—Loy Imboden 

McNeil Island, Wash.—Glenn Peters, Robert Mc- 

Corkle, Gerald Bullis, Monty Pro- 

thero, Vern Dawson 

Petersburg, Va.—Philip Mulligan, Larry Atkins, 
Janney Wilson, Carl Nickel 

Springfield, Mo.—Clarence Bryan, Ted Head, Ed- 
ward Johnson, Ervie Daniels, Marvin 
Watkins, Harold Bohlman, Kenneth 
Owens, Emanuel Miller, Melvin Chupp, 
Howard Roberson 

Tucson, Ariz.—Fred Hildebrand, Gaetano Branca- 
leone, Glenn James, Robert Kent, W. L. 
Stevens 

Institution not verified—Burton Rosen, Henry 
Carrizosa. Raymond Skinner, P. A. 
Nazeroff, William Chernekoff, Manas 
Kuhns, Freeman Wingard, Charles 
Wenger 

Total number of C.O.’s convicted since 1948 to 

date: 244 (This is a minimum number, since 

J.W.’s and Muslims are not included, and we miss 

a few.) 
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